Pride and Prejudice — Jane Austen

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay — Michael Chabon
706 pages, 26 hrs 20 minutes

A “towering, swash-buckling thrill of a book” (Newsweek), hailed as Chabon’s “magnum opus” (The
New York Review of Books), The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay is a triumph of originality,
imagination, and storytelling, an exuberant, irresistible novel that begins in New York City in 1939.
A young escape artist and budding magician named Joe Kavalier arrives on the doorstep of his
cousin, Sammy Clay. While the long shadow of Hitler falls across Europe, America is happily in
thrall to the Golden Age of comic books, and in a distant corner of Brooklyn, Sammy is looking for
a way to cash in on the craze. He finds the ideal partner in the aloof, artistically gifted Joe, and
together they embark on an adventure that takes them deep into the heart of Manhattan, and the
heart of old-fashioned American ambition. From the shared fears, dreams, and desires of two
teenage boys, they spin comic book tales of the heroic, fascist-fighting Escapist and the beautiful,
mysterious Luna Moth, otherworldly mistress of the night. Climbing from the streets of Brooklyn
to the top of the Empire State Building, Joe and Sammy carve out lives, and careers, as vivid as
cyan and magenta ink. Spanning continents and eras, this superb book by one of America’s finest
writers remains one of the defining novels of our modern American age.

American Gods — Neil Gaimon
576 pages, 20 hours

Locked behind bars for three years, Shadow did his time, quietly waiting for the magic day when
he could return to Eagle Point, Indiana. A man no longer scared of what tomorrow might bring, all
he wanted was to be with Laura, the wife he deeply loved, and start a new life.

But just days before his release, Laura and Shadow’s best friend are killed in an accident. With his
life in pieces and nothing to keep him tethered, Shadow accepts a job from a beguiling stranger he
meets on the way home, an enigmatic man who calls himself Mr. Wednesday. A trickster and rogue,
Wednesday seems to know more about Shadow than Shadow does himself.

Life as Wednesday’s bodyguard, driver, and errand boy is far more interesting and dangerous than
Shadow ever imagined—it is a job that takes him on a dark and strange road trip and introduces
him to a host of eccentric characters whose fates are mysteriously intertwined with his own. Along
the way Shadow will learn that the past never dies; that everyone, including his beloved Laura,
harbors secrets; and that dreams, totems, legends, and myths are more real than we know.
Ultimately, he will discover that beneath the placid surface of everyday life a storm is brewing—an
epic war for the very soul of America—and that he is standing squarely in its path.



Cloud Atlas — David Mitchell
528 pages, 19 hrs 33 minutes

Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the Chatham
[sles to his home in California. Along the way, Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose, who
begins to treat him for a rare species of brain parasite. . .. Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in
1931, where Robert Frobisher, a disinherited bisexual composer, contrives his way into the
household of an infirm maestro who has a beguiling wife and a nubile daughter.... From there we
jump to the West Coast in the 1970s and a troubled reporter named Luisa Rey, who stumbles upon
a web of corporate greed and murder that threatens to claim her life.. .. And onward, with
dazzling virtuosity, to an inglorious present-day England; to a Korean superstate of the near future
where neocapitalism has run amok; and, finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the last
days of history.

The Thousand Autumns of Jacob De Zoet — David Mitchell
492 pages, 19 hrs

The year is 1799, the place Dejima in Nagasaki Harbor, the “high-walled, fan-shaped artificial
island” that is the Japanese Empire’s single port and sole window onto the world, designed to keep
the West at bay; the farthest outpost of the war-ravaged Dutch East Indies Company; and a de
facto prison for the dozen foreigners permitted to live and work there. To this place of devious
merchants, deceitful interpreters, costly courtesans, earthquakes, and typhoons comes Jacob de
Zoet, a devout and resourceful young clerk who has five years in the East to earn a fortune of
sufficient size to win the hand of his wealthy fiancée back in Holland.

But Jacob’s original intentions are eclipsed after a chance encounter with Orito Aibagawa, the
disfigured daughter of a samurai doctor and midwife to the city’s powerful magistrate. The
borders between propriety, profit, and pleasure blur until Jacob finds his vision clouded, one rash
promise made and then fatefully broken. The consequences will extend beyond Jacob’s worst
imaginings. As one cynical colleague asks, “Who ain’t a gambler in the glorious Orient, with his
very life?”

The Devil in the White City: A Saga of Magic and Murder at the Fair that

Changed America — Erik Larsen
447 pages, 15 hours

Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work, embodied an element of the
great dynamic that characterized America’s rush toward the twentieth century. The architect was
Daniel Hudson Burnham, the fair’s brilliant director of works and the builder of many of the
country’s most important structures, including the Flatiron Building in New York and Union
Station in Washington, D.C. The murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor who, in a malign
parody of the White City, built his “World’s Fair Hotel” just west of the fairgrounds—a torture
palace complete with dissection table, gas chamber, and 3,000-degree crematorium.



A Tree Grows in Brooklyn — Betty Smith
512 pages, 14 hrs 55 minutes

From the moment she entered the world, Francie needed to be made of stern stuff, for the often
harsh life of Williamsburg demanded fortitude, precocity, and strength of spirit. Often scorned by
neighbors for her family’s erratic and eccentric behavior-such as her father Johnny’s taste for
alcohol and Aunt Sissy’s habit of marrying serially without the formality of divorce-no one, least of
all Francie, could say that the Nolans’ life lacked drama. By turns overwhelming, sublime,
heartbreaking, and uplifting, the Nolans’ daily experiences are tenderly threaded with family
connectedness and raw with honesty. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
captured the joys of humble Williamsburg life-from “junk day” on Saturdays, when the children of
Francie’s neighborhood traded their weekly take for pennies, to the special excitement of holidays,
bringing cause for celebration and revelry. Betty Smith has artfully caught this sense of exciting
life in a novel of childhood, replete with incredibly rich moments of universal experiences--a truly
remarkable achievement for any writer.

The Night Circus — Erin Morgenstein
401 pages, 13 hrs 39 minutes

The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when
yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique
experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Réves, and it is only open at
night.

But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two young magicians,
Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their
mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one can be left standing,
and the circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite themselves,
however, Celia and Marco tumble headfirst into love—a deep, magical love that makes the lights
flicker and the room grow warm whenever they so much as brush hands.

True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the cast of
extraordinary circus performers to the patrons, hang in the balance, suspended as precariously as
the daring acrobats overhead.

Oryx and Crake — Margaret Atwood
389 pages, 10 hrs 29 minutes

Snowman, known as Jimmy before mankind was overwhelmed by a plague, is struggling to survive
in a world where he may be the last human, and mourning the loss of his best friend, Crake, and
the beautiful and elusive Oryx whom they both loved. In search of answers, Snowman embarks on
a journey-with the help of the green-eyed Children of Crake-through the lush wilderness that was
so recently a great city, until powerful corporations took mankind on an uncontrolled genetic
engineering ride. Margaret Atwood projects us into a near future that is both all too familiar and
beyond our imagining.



The Master and Margarita — Mikhail Bulgakhov
448 pages, 8 hrs 21 minutes

Nothing in the whole of literature compares with The Master and Margarita. One spring afternoon,
the Devil, trailing fire and chaos in his wake, weaves himself out of the shadows and into Moscow.
Mikhail Bulgakov’s fantastical, funny, and devastating satire of Soviet life combines two distinct
yet interwoven parts, one set in contemporary Moscow, the other in ancient Jerusalem, each
brimming with historical, imaginary, frightful, and wonderful characters. Written during the
darkest days of Stalin’s reign, and finally published in 1966 and 1967, The Master and

Margarita became a literary phenomenon, signaling artistic and spiritual freedom for Russians
everywhere.

Stiff: the Curious Lives of Human Cadavers — Mary Roach
303 pages, 8hrs 5 minutes

For two thousand years, cadavers—some willingly, some unwittingly—have been involved in
science's boldest strides and weirdest undertakings. In this fascinating account, Mary Roach visits
the good deeds of cadavers over the centuries and tells the engrossing story of our bodies when
we are no longer with them.

Me Talk Pretty Some Day — David Sedaris
272 pages, 5 hrs 51 minutes

A recent transplant to Paris, humorist David Sedaris, bestselling author of "Naked", presents a
collection of his strongest work yet, including the title story about his hilarious attempt to learn
French. A number one national bestseller now in paperback.

The Giver — Lois Lowry
240 pages, 4 hrs 51 minutes

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our
time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if
colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the
Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile
community.



